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With culling approved in Wales and threatened for England, illeg
persecution continiing and development pushing badgers out o
house and home, just how much protection do our badgers hav
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Editorial: Protected species?

On paper at |l east, Bri
most protected wild mammals in Europe. The
Protection of Badgers Act 1992, as amended by tl
Hunting Act 2004, makes it illegal to cruelly-ill
treat badgers, to interfere with badger setts, to tak
injure or kill badgers or attempt to do any of those
things.

Sometimes however it seems that the protection
afforded to our badgers is as thin as gaper the
law is printed on. The devolved administration in
Wales has approved plans for a massive cull of
badgers there and the slaughter looks set to begir
later this year. A change of our national govern
ment after the election (in May?) could mean
similar treatment for badgers in England, with bott
the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties
promising to kill badgers if they attain power.
Across the whole of the UK, badger digging,
baiting and other persecution continues, and thing
could get even wrse after the aforementioned
national elections. Parliamentary time for a vote tc
repeal of the Hunting Act is another possibility
depending on who ends up in charge: this would
allow badger diggers facing prosecution to reclain
the old excuse that theyare hunting foxes or other
animals, not badgers. It would also allow fox hunt:
to legally block up badger setts once more. (I
should add that | do n

particular parties, only to point out the possible
consequencesf their policiesfor badgers.)

Locally, although most setts are now left alone
when hunts take place, not all remain untouche
and already this year we hawisited sets which
have been illegallplocked up. Will we also see
another local sett attacked by badger diggas
happened in the first few months of 2008 and
20097 Time will tell on that one. One thing that
more certain is that more of our local badgers \
find themselves squeezed out of their homes b
urban development, as setts are closed down
under liense and new roads and housing swal
up vital foraging grounds (albeit at a slower pau
until the economy fully recovers).

All that stands between our badgers and those
who seek to persecute and kill them are people
like us, people who care about badgend who
are committed to working for their protection
(even against seemingly overwhelming odds).
Locally and across the UK there are people wr
are joining together to protest and take action t
save our badgers. You can read more about w
is being doe for badgers and what you can do
to helpi elsewhere in this newsletter. Please d
what you can to make the badger a truly protec
species

With best wishes,

Steve Jackson
Badger Protection Officer, Brockwatch




Brockwatch activities

Since our last newsletter

Our AGM has taken placand your Committee
wasre-elected. The proposed amendments to
the Brockwatch constitutioftirculated with

our last newslettemvere also approved and a
copy of the revised document has been made
availablentre me mber 6s ar:ea
www.brockwatchorg.uk

A complex of small badger setts near the
Princess Marina Hospital has been destroyed
under licence despite our objections. None of
the setts were a main sett, but we felt that they
were importantd the resident badgers as a
refuge in an area which is gradually becoming
more builtup. Sue and Howard were very
active in dealing with this matter, and the
whole committee also met on site one evening.

On behalf of Brockwatch, Steve has responded
to a West Northants Development Corporation
consultation on developments around
Brackley, Daventry, Northampton and
Towcester. Steve objected to those
developments which may threaten badgers, an
supported proposals for sustainable transport.
He also pointedout hat whi |l e t h
development included the protection of rare
species, it is the common species such as
badgers which most people see and enjoy whe
in the countryside and they deserve protection
too.

Operation

Rob has responded to a report of badgers ae:
proposed development site in the far south of
county, but found that they would not be affec
by the development.

Steve has collected an injured badger picked
from the roadside in the Long Buckby area by
member of the public, and taken hethe
Towcester Veterinary Centre. Unfortunately tr
badgerdés injuries we.|
sleep.

Sue and Howard have-wgsited the sett in the
south of the county which was illegally blocke
earlierin 2009 to confirm that all is well there

Brian and Rob have submitted article about
badgers and the work of Brockwatch to The L
magazine, which is distributed to hotlsalds in
and around East Hunsbury, Northampton.

Sue and Howard have investigated reports of
disturbances to a sett inast Northamptonshire
the latest being the blocking of the sett prior tc
fox hunt taking place. Contact has been made
with Northamptonshir:
Crime Officer, Claire Salmon.

Rob has provided information on the number
badger setts ithe Borough of Northamptaibut
not their exact location$d the author of a
forthcoming book about urban badgers.

In 2009 the Partnership for Action Against
Wildlife Crime (PAW) set badger persecution a:
a priority area for actiarOne result of this is the
development of a Badger Persecution Priority
Planor Operation Melesan intelligencded
operation based on the National Intelligence
Model which will target all aspects of badger
persecution. This will involve police forcebet
National Wildlife Crime Unit, the Royal,
Scottish and Ulster Societies for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, Scottish Badgers, the
Badger Trust and local badger groups working
in partnership.

To help move the Badger Persecution Priority
Plan forward PAW has appointed a Lead for
Prevention across the UK, namely lan Hutchis
of Scottish Badgers. This will be a péirme
post, for which 70% of the funding has been
secured from PAW Scotland and Scottish
Badgers. Badger Groups across thedsid the
Badger Trust areontributng funds to make the
post a reality and ensure that the Badger
Persecution Priority Plan is put into acti@nce
the Lead for Prevention is in place, any Badge
Group or police force in the UK will be able to
call onlan Hutchisorfor support.



Come Brock Watching (again) !

|l f you took wup our of i{Theseth bcationdid have some drawbacks. Bein
Watchingo i n the summdinwoodland, gnats and mosquitoes were a regul:
memories of some fantastic close encounters w hazard. And as the wood attracts human visitors,
our black and white friends. Highlights included some walking their dogs, we did experience a fev
the evening whenrfially, albeit briefly, we saw interruptions to our watches. However the badge!
al | eight of the sett  morethancompensated forthese problems.
time! | was convinced that there were eight cubs
but until that magic moment | had not seen then The adult badgers were not tempted by our offeri
all out at once. of peanuts, raisins, sultanas and peanut battey
usually leftthe sett soon after emerging, heading
One lucky lady also experienced something ven' along regular pathways foragefor their usual
special: oe of the cubs, searching for more food food. This year hopefullthere will be some
came so close that his nose touched her shoe! yearlings who will remember the free breakfasts c
That particular cub had an addiction to peanut last summer and who will once again entertain
butter, and a nose that could sniff out that watchers with their antics, alosgmenew cubs.
foodstuff wherever | had smeared it. | referred tc
hi s nose ast ehri sr adbdpaeradbn | We hope to run more badger watchewgnings in
in the end | named him Radar. (On hearing this, the summer of 2010f you would like to Come
someone suggested that | should also name the Brock Watching, do get in touch from May onwar
other cubs after characters from the TV series  with two or three alternative dates which will suit
M.A.S.H., but | pointed out that if | named a you and any guests (parties of up to half a dozen
badger Hot Lips | would never hear the efii!p  so can be accommodated).



Legal challenge to Welsh cull

The BadgerTrust has launched a
judicial review challenge against
the Wel sh Assem|
decision to press ahead with a
badger cull in Wales

The court will be asked to quash the TB
Eradication (Wales) Order 2009, which purport:
to authorise the cull on theaunds it will
mitigate the spread o
argues that the test imposed by legislati@any
culling must be strictly necessary to eliminate o
substantially reduce the spread of disdalsas

not been met. The overwhelming preponderanc
of the scientific evidence shows that the propos
cull would in fact be likely to increase the
incidence of TB, as badgers tend to range more
widely or emigrate when a cull is afaot

A preliminary decision is expected from the cou
in the Spring. The Mirster for Rural Affairs has
confirmed that there will be no culling before
May 2010

Gwendolen Morgawnf Bindmans LLPsaid
today: AWhilst my cli
to the plight of farmers, the decision to cull goe:
against all the scientific evidencehe lead report
carried out by the Independent Scientific Group
on Cattle TB concluded that

c |
of

OWhil e badgers are
careful evaluation
indicates that badger culling can make no
meaningful contributin to cattle TB control in
Br i tAgainst.thés background, we consider
that the Minister has paid regrettably little
attention to the legal tests and has neglected |
duties under domestic and European
environmental legislatiod.

David Williams Chairman of theBadger Trust
saidchil't is with some r
firm resolve that we must, as an organisation
dedicated to the welfare and protection of the
badger, enter into these proceedings at the
highest level. The decision is unjust aneégo
against the scientific evidence. The law afford:
us this opportunity of challenging the legality ¢
the Ministerods intent
are now taking i

From a press release issued on 11 January 2(
Brockwatch has pledged £200 towaedBghting
fund for the legal costs which will be incurred |
the Badger Trust in its fight for the badgers of
Wales.For more informatiori including details
of how you can donate towards the Badger
Trusts legal costs visit:

www.badgertrust.org.uk

Br ockwatch website

The Brockwatch website now hastembers
Area, where you can find our constitution and
electronic copies of our newsletter (PDF format
in full colour. A link to theMembersAreacan be
found in the righthand margin of the home page

Another recent online developmentlike
Brockwatch Store, created by Steve using a
web-based prinbn-demand service called
Zazzle. A small range of badgery gifts is
available including T shirts, mugs, greetings
cards, badges, magnets and a mouse mat (or &
mouse pad as our American friends like to call
it). All purchases generate funds for Brockwatcl
and most products feature our name and/or we
address which promotes the group when items
are given as gifts. A link to the store can be fou
on our home pagetww.brockwatch.org.uk
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