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Here we are half way through 2009 and like the
badgers, we on the committee have been busy.

There have been numerous badggated incidents
which we have attemd or been consulted on. | will
make reference to some of these, but you can find
more details further on in this newsletter.

So what has been happening? Well, we were
eventually consulted about a badger underpass on
new Cross Valley Link Road at UptoAlthough the
underpass was already done, it was found that it
would be full of water! Badgers can swim, but not
through flooded underpasses.

We are now looking at a new development in the
area of the old St Cris
bedestoy¢ t o make way for
More badgers will be affected by the planned Sand
Lane development. Where will our black and white
friends go?

There have also been callits to badgers in the West
Haddon area, at East Haddon, in Towcester and or
the edge of Grange Park, Northampton. The usual
reports of road accident victims have also been
recorded.

| personally have made several visits to private
houses where people have reported badgers in the
gardens. Some of these people welcome the anime
with open arms and so feed them and are rewardec
with wonderful evenings watching badgers virtually
from the armchair. Others are less keen! There is a
area in Spinney Hill where badgers are visiting a
group of gardens and making ever such a mess. W
do urderstand that people do not appreciate having
their manicured gardens devastated. | have to say i
looked as thougkome of the lawns had been
rotavated by a machine. All we can really do is offer
advice, support and sympathy.
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Although wehave not haa sét that is suitable for
watchingby groups for some timéhereis now a
settwhere wecantake small numbers of people tc
watch badgerd-urther details can be found
elsewhere in this newsletted on 6t mi s ¢
chance to see badgers in the wild

OSett

Can | take this opportunity to thank all our
members for supporting us financially. Just to
remind you we are a charitable group and all the
committee members are volunteers. From each
membership subscription we pay £2.00 to the
Badger Trustto helpthetdrst f i ght t
corner at a national level. The rest of our funds ¢
spent locally on helping injured or vulnerable
badgers. It can be vet bills or equipment for
rescues.

There are now only five people actively involved
with carrying out work for Bockwatch on a regula
basis, so we are finding it more and more difficul
to continue attending events and producing
newsletters etc. Our policy has always been thal
most important aspect is for us to be available tc
rescue injured animals. So you nrayt see us out
and about at events or collecting funds so much.
and we intend to produce only two editions of the
newsletter each year from now on. But we are si
here when needed by the badgers.

Please continue with your support, and if you we
to bemme more involved or offer any help or
expertise just contact us on the numbers given &
the end of this newsletter.

Thank you again.
Good watching,
Rob Douglas
Chairman




One badger, two rescues

On a cold, snowy night in January we had a phor
call from a lady in West Northants. She said that
badger had decided to
barns and she was unsure whether or not it was
injured as it had not moved for several hduso

off we went.We discovered said badger in a
corner of a barnHe had dug himself a small hole
and it was a case of 0
m e ibwrong!! We used our long pole to see if he
was alive or dead and got no reaction. So we
decided to use the grasper so that we could at le
move him, and found thaethwas far from dead.
After several very unprofessional attempts with
the grasper we got him out of the barn, but
Houdini managed to get free and decided that the
barn opposite might be more habitable. After
about ten minutes he eventually decided to leave
altogether and the last we saw of him (or so we
thought) he was trundling up the farm track.

About three weeks later we received a call from
property not far from the scene of our first resct
attempt. The couple living there had found a ve
dehydratedadger and had put it in their potting
shed. We went along and yes, we were pretty s
was the same badger. He was happily living the
with his own &6litter
type cuisine and a stray tabby cat to keep him
company. Althougthe had drunk a lot of water h
seemed healthy. But what to do with him?

The consensus was that he would be fed for thr
four weeks and then the potting shed door woul
left open on night in the hope that the badger w
find his original home. Whehrang after six week
that is exactly what he had doha successful sel
release.

Sue Hess

More rescues

Stevehas been called out to three sick or injured
badgers so far this year. The fi(see photohad
been bitten on the rump by another badgad

had taken refuge in a garden hedge in East
Haddon. His wound was very smelly, which meat
that it was badly infected. The boar was keen to
defend himself and would have taketeves hard
off given half a chance, but Stekeew that
despite his spirit his @nces of survival were slim.
The vet later confirmed that the infection was
beyond treat ment and t
suffering was brought to a painless end.

Stevds second casualty was under another garde
hedge, this time in Towcester. It seems that
injured badgers often want to get as far away as
possible from others of their species and this one
was no exception. The wounds on this animal
were not as extensive, but the badger put up ver
little resistance when rescued and seemed to be
his or her laskegs. The vet again determined that
the kindest thing to do was to euthanize the
badger.

Within a week Stevewas off out again on a missio
of mercy. The call came in at 5.00am on a Friday
morning,and the casualty was reported to be at
Grange Park, Northamgut.

Thebadger, a sow, was lying on the edge of a
playing field. She showed no obvious sign of
injury, but was clearly venyflli There was no
struggle when Stewvgrabbed her by the scruff of
her neck and the loose skin of her rump, and
placed her in the resceage. Sadly, she died
beforeshearrivedat he vet 6s.

It i s always sad when
life cannot be saved, but in every case we do o
best to give each casualty a chance to live with
suffering, or a release from their pain i€th
suffering cannot be alleviated.




Come Brock Watching!

Many Brockwatch members will remember the day
when Steve organised badger watching evenings
sett close to Daventr{Dver many years, the badger
became accustomed to the preseriggaups of
people and would put on some marvellous
Operformancesd during
very rare indeed for a group of watchers to leave
without having seen the badgers and eventually
around 2,000 people had the pleasure of viewing
these marellous mammals.

Sadly, the badgers abandoned the sett about 6 ye
ago and Brockwatch badger watching evenings ce
to an end. We have since that time tried to find an
alternative sett suitable for watching evenings but
without success. Evan those yees when badgers
havereturned to the original sett, they omgturned
to breed anavhen the cubs were weanedViay the
family moved off to another, unwatchable sett nea

At long last however we have someod newswe
do now have a sett where we cake small groups
of badger watchers!




